The rib deformity in adolescent idiopathic scoliosis. A prospective study to evaluate changes after Harrington distraction and posterior fusion.
A prospective study to investigate changes in the rib hump or rib deformity after correction of the lateral curvature in adolescent idiopathic scoliosis is reported. The operative treatment for 47 patients was by a Harrington distraction rod and posterior fusion. Before operation and at follow-up, measurements of the Cobb angle, of vertebral rotation, and of the rib deformity were taken. Despite operative correction of the lateral curve, there was a progression of the rib deformity in 64% of the cases after four years. Correction of the lateral curve may thus have no effect on vertebral rotation and cannot be guaranteed to effect a permanent reduction of the rib hump.